
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Risen Christ, 
 

EVERYDAY IS A NEW PENTECOST 
We begin this month with the first weekend celebrating 
Pentecost. In the month of May on 21st, we also celebrated 
Pentecost with 36 young children receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Pentecost is not a once-for-all feast, rather, it is 
an ongoing celebration of the gift of God’s Spirit, who is always 
with us, inseparable from believers, the Body of Christ, the 
Church. The fire that was 
ignited in the hearts of the 
disciples gathered in that 
upper room in Jerusalem 
continues to enflame the 
hearts of all who gather 
together in faith and worship 
the Risen Lord. Our Church, 
our Christian homes are our 
upper rooms where we come 
together in a communion of 
faith and love to pray 
together, to worship together and live together the life of faith 
and love. Pentecost came, for the disciples, after fifty days of 
uncertainty, not unlike the uncertainty and anxiety we have 
experienced during the Covid pandemic or any other situation 
in life. Yes, Christ is risen from the dead. Yes, Christ conquered 
death by his death. Yes, Christ granted life to those in the tomb. 
Yes, the disciples touched him and shared meals with him, 
however, they were still overcome by their doubts and fears. 
They came together behind closed doors because they were 
uncertain about the future and were too frightened to publicly 
proclaim the risen Lord. Without a doubt, we have a lot in 
common with that first group of disciples. 
 

We were locked down because of the pandemic. We were 
paralyzed with all restrictions. We are divided into liberals and 
conservatives. We have become so committed to our private 
little wars that we no longer see ourselves as a communion of 
faith and love. The prayer offered by St. John XXIII is very fitting 
to our situation: “Renew Your wonders in this our day, as by a 
new Pentecost. Grant to Your Church that, being of one mind 
and steadfast in prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and 
following the lead of blessed Peter, it may advance the reign of 
our Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love 
and peace. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the 
faithful and manifest among us the signs and wonders of a new 
Pentecost.” Strengthened with our prayer and deep faith, may 
we gain spiritual riches, uncover new sources of energy, and 
be able to face the future without fear. Being illuminated by 
the Light of the Holy Spirit may we help all our brothers and 
sisters discover their true nature, dignity, purpose and mission. 
We have another beautiful and deep reflection from another 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pope, St. Paul VI, who spoke of a new Pentecost. “The Church 
and the world need more than ever that the ‘miracle of 
Pentecost should continue in history’… Have we forgotten the 
Holy Spirit? Certainly not! We want him, we honour him, and we 
love him… It (Holy Spirit) ought to rejuvenate the world, give it 
back a spirituality, a soul, a religious thought; it ought to 
reopen the world’s closed lips to prayer and open its mouth to 
song, to joy, to hymns, and to witnessing.” The Holy Spirit can 

recreate us and renew the face 
of the earth. When the Holy 
Spirit manifests itself, worries 
disappear, and fear is 
overcome. When the wind of 
the Spirit blows, lives are 
changed, and hearts are 
enlarged to run the path of 
God’s commandments with 
loving service. It is the Spirit 
who makes Christ live in us.  As 
it happened in the life of the 

Apostles on the Pentecost day and thereafter. (Cfr. Acts 2:1-11) 
We find ourselves time and again that we go through a stressful 
time/life. Our spirits need the refreshing touch by the Spirit, not 
just to survive, but thrive in faith. Every word of Christ that is 
received in the heart by faith comes accompanied by the breath 
of the Spirit; without it, there is no light, no life. Without the 
Spirit, Christian life slackens because we lack the love that brings 
everything together.  Without the Spirit, Jesus remains a person 
from the past; but with the Spirit, he is alive and present in our 

own time.  Without the 
Spirit, Scripture is just an 
old piece of literature; but 
with the Spirit, it is a living 
and life-giving word, since 
the 'Holy Spirit will teach us 
and remind us of all that 
Jesus told us' (Jn 14:27) We 
need the Holy Spirit to 
regenerate us as Church, 
as the Chosen People of 
God, and as a human 
family. The Spirit gives us 
perennially young hearts; 

frees hearts chained by fear and overcomes all resistance. 
Where the Spirit  is, something is always happening; where the 
Spirit blows, things are brought to life. Hearts of stone are 
transformed into hearts of flesh. Thus the Spirit revives our first 
love, as 'the Spirit of truth will guide us'. (Jn 16:13) 
As we prepare to return to some semblance of normal, we need 
to keep in mind what Pope Francis said: “We never emerge from 
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a crisis just as we were. We come out either better or 
worse.”  For this reason, we need to breathe in the breath of 
the Spirit that frees us from fear and gives us hope. May the 
Holy Spirit awaken our slumbering hearts and open our eyes, so 
that we may see and hear the Risen Lord and boldly proclaim 
our faith through word and deed. May the Holy Spirit blow upon 
our life, families, parish and the world the soothing warmth of 
peace and the refreshing cool of hope. 
We can always pray to the Holy Spirit with this Pentecost 
Sunday Sequence song: 

Heal our wounds and renew our strength; 
On our dryness pour your dew; 
Wash the stains of guilt away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill; 
Guide the steps that go astray. 

On the faithful, who adore 
And confess you, evermore 

In your sevenfold gift descend; 
Give us virtue’s sure reward; 
Give us your salvation, Lord; 

Give us joys that never end. Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit come down on you, reenergize, recreate 
and renew you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Gospel of St.John, Chapters 18 to 21 
 

1) Across which valley, was the garden where Jesus went to pray? 

2) How was the place of skull called in Hebrew? 

3) What did Nicodemus bring for the burial of Jesus? 

4) Breathing on the disciples, what did Jesus say ? 

5) How many times did Jesus ask Peter whether he loved him?      

Your answers along with your name, age and contact details shall 

      be submitted at the parish office on or before  1st July 2022.  

OR    

        Email:           voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 

Winners of Bible Quiz  May-2022 
 

1. Deron Lawrence  
2. Tesia Lawrence 

 
June 2 : Baptism Seminar  

June 3 : First Friday Adoration (after 7 pm mass) 

June 5 : Pentecost Sunday  

June 6 : Mary Mother of the Church  

June 12 : Holy Trinity Sunday  

June 12 : Fr. Varghese - Thanksgiving Mass 6 pm 

June 13 : St Anthony (Memorial) 

June 19 : Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

June 23: Nativity of John the Baptist ( Solemnity) 

June 24: Sacred Heart of Jesus ( Solemnity ) 

June 24 : Wedding Anniversary Mass 

June 29 : Ss. Peter and Paul ( Solemnity ) 

 

I never understood the term religious 
tolerance, because it implies that one 
dislikes or disagrees with other 
religions. The fact that we agree that 

gritting our teeth and bearing with the pain of the existence of 
other religions rather than understanding and accepting them 
as truths that we don’t follow is unappealing to me. I have seen, 
very often, members of my own religion criticize and ridicule 
others simply because their beliefs do not align with ours. I have 
heard the phrase “We are lucky to be born Christian” too many 
times. Why do we assume that we are better than others? Why 
do we say that others will know we are Christians by the way we 
act? As if being a good person automatically means that one 
belongs to a specific religion?  
 

I believe that this kind of thinking is rooted in pride. Must we 
truly believe that ours is the more accurate religion to be able 
to feel satisfaction in practicing it? Isn’t it true that for most of 
us, our religion was chosen for us by birth? I think we must 
humble ourselves and understand that even when there may be 
only one truth, there are countless ways of interpreting it. Love 
is a universal truth. There is no Christian love, or Hindu love, or 
Muslim love. I think that the moment we start gatekeeping 
goodness by using the names of our religions, we start to lose 
our religious vision. I think we 
should accept all religions as their 
own truth, instead of tolerating 
them as if they were lies. I think 
we should follow Jesus Christ for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, for the 
sake of his teachings and 
message, not just because we 
think Christianity is better than 
everything else, but because we 
believe in Christianity.  
 

I prefer the term religious acceptance to religious tolerance; 
because one suggests humility and understanding while the 
other implies pride and criticism. Through religious acceptance 
we can finally achieve peace; both internal and external. We can 
finally see the world as it is, people as they are, instead of seeing 
unnecessary labels. Where we used to see followers of a certain 
religion, we are now able to see people. Where our ability to 
make a genuine human connection was influenced by the 
syllables one used to call God’s name, now it is only influenced 
by their goodness.  
 

I think it is important to understand the 
difference between religious tolerance and 
religious understanding, because if we 
don’t, we will assume they are the same. I 
hope we can all move forward to be able to 
see the difference between a good 
Christian, and a great person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alicia Mary Jaison Reeba 

We invite your Spiritual Messages, Testimonies,   
Articles & Special Activity Photos of Prayer Groups & 

Communities. 
 Please Contact Editorial Team, Parish Office  

OR 
Email :  voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 
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Do you Know. . . 

May 15, Fr. Maxim’s Birthday 

May 21, Confirmation  

 

Photo Corner 

Wedding Anniversary Mass During  the month of May-2022 
 

Thanksgiving Mass on the canonization of St. Devasahayam, 
India's first lay saint.  29 May 2022 

May Devotion Celebration at St.Paul’s Parish 

Editorial Team: Fr. Maxim Cardoza OFM Cap,   Jerry Gomez (Chief Editor),    Shibu Thomas,     Vijayan.A,    Suresh Saldana, Maria Reena,     


